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CHAPTER IE
rrom Cliildhooa to Bojhood

At the time of his mothers death
Abraham Lincoln then 10 years of age
was eyen more lank and ungainly than
boys are apt to be at that age Scant
food scant clothing and scant shelter
had done their worst upon a growing
boy After all he was not so very un ¬

like the other boys of the settlements
All had had very much the same ex--

the conditions everywhere jing studious From the very
were suusuuiuaiiy me same ne seems to nave haa a strong desiregrants with only the barest necessaries
of life had moved the country
taken up land in the midst of the un ¬

broken wilderness and were laboriously
Btruggllng with the forces of nature to
create fertile farms and comfortable
tomes

YOUNG ABE WOULD READ BY LIGHT
THE FIRE

Nature exacts a full priceor all that
she gives and lives and strength of
these men and women were drained in
the conquest of -- the wilderness The
only food theyhad was that which
could raise upon the imctsthey had
cleared of the heavy tinber When
they had cut the trees down their
was only Tjggun smaller growth
had to be gotten rid of by that hardest
of farm toll grubbing The solid roots
and stumps remained in the soil
exhausting the strength and breaking
the temper of the plowman and his
animals The crop had to be
fought for at every step against the
weedanathe upsprlnging of the seeds
witlfwhlch the trees showered the

any spening words to aer hope for years was to raise
enough corn to carry Tilmself and his
few0 animals thru the Winter If he
could add to this small crops of pota-
toes

¬

beans turnips pumpkins eta he
was a little fortunate than many
of his neighbors

Almost all the furniture in his house
was the product of his rude carpenter-
ing

¬

with an ax a saw and an augrr
What lumber he got was laboriously
whisawed by hand that is a
heavy log was raised on some sort of a
scaffold generally at the side of a hill
and with one man above one in the
pit below the saw was slowly dragged- -

the length of the log
Clothes wsre almost as irimitive as

the furnishings It was long before the
era of cheap cloth of any kind and If
such had been for sale the people had
not the wherewithal to buy it The
skins of deer opossums rac-
coons

¬

and even rabbits and muskrals
used for bed covers and clothes

for the men of the invet-
erate

¬

pioneers and hunters nothing
else than deer skin but thee garments
were becoming common at the time
of Lincolns advent since the deer
getting much scarcer Heavy coarse
but very serviceable cloth was fabri-
cated

¬

from wool and hemp by the wo ¬

men with the old fashioned spinning
r wheel and hand loom and dyed with

the Juice of the butternut Cattle were
entirely too scarce to make leather com ¬

mon and men and women usually went
barefoot as long as the weather would
permit

A HoubC ItaMng
Yet the hard poor life of the fron-

tier
¬

had its pleasures and the people
made the most of their opportunities
When a new house was to be built the
owner who had previously cut all the
logs necessary had a raising to which
his nelehbors ror miles arounu were in
vited lie provided a uuerai supply 01
cornmeal for bread such meat as he
could get hold of either domestic or
game dnd a liberal supply of whisky
then very cheap mn came with
their wives and families and all the
men joined in rolling up the logs to
form the pen for the house while the
elder women either knit or helped the
mistress of the house In preparing the
dinner and the younger carried on
flirtations constant for their age and
sex all over the world in the process of
securing life partners boys who
had not arrived at the fllrtatioos period
ran errands and helped ai ihe work of
raising

There was much emulation among
the men In this work Skill and strength
were on exhibition In handling logs and
in adjusting them properly In place
It did not take a small group of men
long to erect the pen and start the
roof Then there were races wrestlings
and other contests During a campaign
year candidates were sure to be present
at Jhese raisings to make speeches and

women prepared dinner for the work-
ers

¬

which was for the time as enjoyable
as a banquet to their more refined de-
scendants

¬

The men all drank whisky
and the women a weaker concoction of
the same called whisky toddy Rough
and crude as the life was it can be said
to its credit that it de eloped a class of
men women unsurpassed in the
worlds history

Hungry for Learning
Young Lincolns life only differed

from that of the rest of the boys lnbo- -
perlence more first

jmmi- -

Into

still

more

thru

Jess
were

The

and

for education and sought with avidity
every of print and had also
what few boys have a real hunger to
learn to write He showed this by writ-
ing

¬

and drawing with charcoal or any-
thing

¬

that would make a mark on any
surface that would receive a mark the

SIT FOR HOURS AND THE OF

the

they

work
The

planted

had

labor

scrap

wooden shovel which stood by the fire-
place

¬

being used for purpose
At that time the books to be found in

those scanty homes were mainly the
Bible Bunyans Pilgrims Progress
Baxters Saints Rest Aesops Fa-
bles

¬

Robinson Crusoe a history of
the United States Weemss Life of
Washington and dog eared school
books bearing the marks of the thumbs
and fingers of more than one genera-
tion

¬

of little scholars A schcel book
then cost money and one child after
another of a family had to uso it and
probably It was transmitted to their
children and even grandchildren Pub ¬

lic sentiment was strong that every
fM Btinnll ho nhl to ntairthn Tlilil

ground- - The hist for which iarm iwlthout the writecould

and

bears

were for
Some more

wore

The

this

fairly legible hand and to at least un-
derstand

¬

the four fundamental rules of
arithmetic Beyond this few parents
cared to have their children go Most
of them thought as they were In a habit

of expressing it that more larnin made
children lazy It was much more Im-
portant

¬

for a boy to be able to shoot
and ride make a full hand with the
ax plow and scythe than it was to go
beyond the elements of learning unless
he Intended to be a law er doctor or a
minister In fact those of the profes ¬

sional classes who were held in highest
esteem In the country had only too
scanty a knowledge of the higher
branches of their professions They
were Tough and ready vigorous men
who depended upon strong common
sense and thoro knowledge they had
of their neighbors for success in their
vocations The lawyers had few books
but they studied more deeply than have
their successors the great book of hu ¬

man nature Instead ot laboriously
acquainted with the oters The conning precedt rits they got a firm hold

-

V
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upon the great principles of the law
and then relied upon the force with
which they could expound these and
apply them to the cases In hand It
was much the same with the physicians
wh9 had only elementary knowledge of
the human body and of disease but
acquired a great deal of experience in
the best way to combat disease with
herbs simples and good treatment The
ministers were men of fiery and impas-
sioned

¬
eloquence who had every text in

the Bible at their tongues end and
were unbounded in their zeal for the
cause of Christ While all these men
lacked polish most decidedly they made
up for it by broad understanding and
irresistible earnestness

Lincoln a Willing Worker
The testimony of those who knew

Lincoln in his youth would seem to con-
firm

¬

the theory that education tended to
make boys lazy in the sense that the
people then understood laziness Living
so near the soil with all of their com¬

forts and belongings the product of
their handiwork industry with those
people meant steady toil in preparing
the land for cultivation surrounding it
with fences putting in crops working
and harvesting them and in adding to
the home furniture buildings and sheds
for thrift and comfort Young Lincoln
while he was a willing worker with his
hands was by no means an eager one
He used to say that his father taught
him to work but never could teach him
to love it He had pride enough to keep
his end up with other bojs in whatever
work he attempted to do but he did not
carry his task any further than was
absolutely necessary and as soon as he
couiu be decently released from it ho
was found diligently studying a book or
paper that he had probably bor-
rowed

¬

from somebody He would come
Into the house at the end of the day
get a chunk of cornbread from cup
board and seating himself where he
could read become immersed in study
From the first he had a desire to be-
come

¬

a speaker and was continually
practicing at declamation and recita
tions When with other boys he was a
boy among them fond of wrestling and
running races and his great strength
made him a formidable opponent in a

rassle as it was usually called In
fact it appears that he was generally
the champion of his section in this
species of athletics and his acquaint-
ances

¬

were fond of pitting him against
the best of the class in other neighbor-
hoods

¬

Klml Hearted and Sympathetic
The testimony Is unifon that he was

distinguished by sympathy and kind
heartedness even in that community in
which those virtues were general He
had few fights of his own but many in
defending the weak from the persecu-
tions

¬

of bullies and an opportunity to
help a smaller boy and especially a girl
or a woman never passed by him nif
improved One of the best stories told
of him as he approached manhood was
that of finding a drunkard by the road
side in dangerof freezing to death and
carrying him on his back to a place
where he could find warmth and shel-
ter

¬

In schools he attended he was
constant in his helpfulness to those less
forward than himself and another char-
acteristic

¬

story very simple and very
eloquent Is connected with the spelling
school These intellectual bouts with
orthography were of as much Interest to
the joung people as struggles for su-
premacy

¬

in a more pretentious way are
to their descendants We have lost much
in losing that exact knowledge of the
English language which came from the
old fashioned spelling bees In log school
houses On one of these occasions the
word defled proved a stumbling block
to the class and many went down before
it until It became turn of one of the
girls to spell the word Lincoln saw
that she was about to make the same
blunder as the others and spell thfc
word with a y and he pointed to his
eye to give her a hint which she took--

and came out triumphantly at tne neaa
of the class

Not content with the humble rudi
ments of the three Rs readin rit
in and rlthmetic which were accessi ¬

ble to him Lincoln heard that a neigh-
bor

¬

at some distance actually had a
copy of Kirkhams Grammar and ac-

quiring
¬

it began an assiduous study of
those bewildering classifications mas-
tering

¬

even now forgotten ct

tense
Lincolns Stepmother

The Winter following his mothers
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SARAH BUSH LINCOLN STEP MOTHER OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

the

the

the

the

the

death was the gloomiest one of Abra ¬

ham Lincolns whole life There was
no woman in the cabin but his little sis-
ter

¬

Sarah then 11 years of age who
sat before the fire crying most of tho
time Dennis Hanks tells of how he
and Abe caught a baby coon and a tur-
tle

¬

and carried them to her hoping to
amuse her but the little girl could not
be consoled for the loss of her mother
Thomas Lincoln sat around silent in
sad revery more Indifferent than ever
to the work of hlsfarm and as Dennis
Hanks says iwasnt worth shucks that
Winter Inthe Spring ho planted his
corn and theni leaving it to Abraham
to look after lit out for Kentucky
In his gay young days when he was the
life of every social gathering Thomas
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the amoowfto SESSION

It Opens With the Row Over the Secret Service Congressional
Resentment of the Presidents Reflections The Dispute Goes

Toward Pettiness The President Does Not Lack Supporters

The long pull and tho strong pull
by which the Congress of theUnlted
States considers a billion dollars of ap-
propriations

¬

within the next 60 days
has begun Congress is sitting at the
Capitol again The wheels of legisla-
tion

¬

are already turning briskly
President Roosevelt helped to make

the resumption of the sosslon interest-
ing

¬

Senators had llitle time to ex-
change

¬

notes about the holiday recess
Ditto Representatives In came a spe-
cial

¬

message to the House it was not
for the Senate that stirred the law¬

makers anew and remlrided them of
the brisk December days when red hot
special messages were passing from the
White House down Pennsylvania avenue
to the Capitol neirly every morning

But the President has answered the
House and its special committee that
was appointed to Investigate the offen ¬

sive paragraph regarding restrictions
upon the operations of tho Secret Ser-
vice

¬
-- There was enough spicy reading

in that to keep Congress talking for a
week He virtually disclaimed inten-
tion

¬

of reflecting upon Congress when
he said in his annual message that the
restrictions had been voted because
Congress did not want to be investigat ¬

ed by Secret Service men However he
gave the members of the House Appro-
priations

¬

Committee a hard dig and
they are yet deliberating how they can
answer back and extricate themselves
from the situation in which the Presi-
dent

¬

has placed them
He attributes the hostility of many

members of Congress to the Secret Ser-
vice

¬
to an article that L White Bus

bey Speaker Cannons secretary wrote
in 1903 shortly before ho ceased to be
a Washington correspondent and which
was not printed till about four weeks
thereafter in the magazine section of
the Chicago Inter Ocean The Presi
dent accuses Mr Busbey of saying things
about tne secret service that were not
true altho Mr Busbey comes back at
the President who Mr Busbey says
gave him the information on Which the
artlclo was written Ho also accuses
Representative James Ai Tawney of
Minnesota Chairman ot theHouse Ap-
propriations

¬

Committee wlti micrcpre
senting Secretary of the Treasury Cor
telyou and with misquoting d letter that
Mr Cortelyou wrote to hint He like ¬

wise handles Representative Walter I
Smith of Iowa and btherr members of
the Appropriations Committee pretty
roughly

A Lively Message

In this 23 pago pamphlet message the
President champions the Secret Service
most cordially He showshow they
have worked very effectively during a
period of many years inl exposing ex
tensive frauds in public land dealings
He dwells upon the good work of men
trained In the Secret servje when de¬

tailed to the Department ccrtfustlceand
the Department of the IntdotyJnfer
refine out Nebraska land frautfsr and il
legal fencing then quotes aSecrt Ser-
vice

¬

memorandum about theindictment
for these different offenses of Charles
T Stewart of Council Bluffs an Influ-
ential

¬

resident who conducted a large
business in tho adjacent city of Omaha
The memorandum details the names of
Stewarts attornejs In Council Bluffs
some of whom represent the Council
Bluffs Street Railway and jonejof whom
was attorney ror a political worKer oi
tho Union Pacific Railroad The mem-
orandum

¬

likewise associates Stewart
with the Postmaster at Council Bluffs

There is no immediate mention of
Representative Smiths name in that
connection but the President undoubt-
edly

¬

was aware that MrJSmtth stands
forth as one of Council Bluffs leading
citizens and that In all probability he
indorsed the Postmaster in that town

Tho President singles put Messrs
Tawney and Smith moraihan onco In
the course of his message He tells of
the public lands that wereTieturned to
the Government by the activities of the
Secret Service detectives and empha
sizes how this good wprk in Nebraska
and elsewhere would nqt have been pos¬

sible If the present lawfor --which
Messrs Tawney Smith and the other
gentlemen I have mentioned are respon
sible had then been In effect1 He de-
scribes

¬

how the cotton leak scandals
were unearthed by Secret Service men
the investigations of the Beef Trust at
Chicago aided the Honduras National
Lottery Company destroyed the ink con
tract fraud in the Bureau ofEpgraving
exposed and the conspiracy for selling
fraudulent naturalization papers on a
large scalo finally thwarted

The President most earnestly asks
that in the name of good government
and decent administration in the name
of honesty and for the purpose of bring ¬

ing to Justice violators of the Federal
laws wherever tney may be louna
whether In public or private life that
the action taken by tho House last year
be reversed He wants the Chief of
the Secret Service paid 6000 affear
Instead of a salary utterly inadequate
to the importance of his functions and
the Bureau placed under the jurisdiction
ot the Department or Justice wnere tt
properly belongs

The reply was awaited by members
ot the House with the liveliest interest
Altho apparently intended to placate
them it had in many instances quite
the opposite effect J 1

Interesting Replies JPromJscd
The House is now threatening repris ¬

als upon tho President because of these
allusions in his special message of reply
on the Secret Service Th5 new mem
bers of the Ananias Club hotly resent
the reterences 10 tnemsolvesj Mr Busbey
the Speakers privato secretary not only
says the article on the Secret Service
which the President quotes was in ¬

spired by no other than tho President
himself but points out that at that
time In January 1904 the President
was very resentful fowanj the Secret
Service In informal talka atthe Whito
House he charged the mdit with negli
gence at ijunaio when president Mc
Ktnley was assassinated and- - asserted
more than once in private conversation
his disapproval of tho conduct of his
Secret Service attendant who was killed
in the accident at a treet cor crossing
at fmsneiu aiass

Representative Tawney --Chairman nf
the House Appropriations Committee
whom tho President attacks Is speeding
back hero from his Minnesota Home
Representative Walter J Smith of
Council Bluffs Iowa the other member
of Appropriations whqmnhVPresIdent
especially singles out Js 4 great Jester
and pfbfessestojaugh the matteroff
But ne ana oiner members tne Ap
propriations Committee urAtvery wroth
If half the thlngsjtbejr are threatening
to do come to pass hero will be high
jinks at the Capitol for -- some time to
come

There Is talk abaMJeonductlnjr an in
vestiention andsummnninraffr Busbev

f J irK - -

r

rt if

mttimtt

testify He Is willing to tell more about
how the President gave him the ma-
terial

¬

for the Inter Ocean article Rep-
resentative

¬

Swager Sherley Democrat
of Kentucky a member of Appropria-
tions

¬

whose words tho President quotes
to show that Congress was determined
its members should not be shadowed
by Secret Service men promises to put
a ueai 01 interesting material in the
Congressional Record

Mr Sherley was among th New
Years callers at the White House lastFriday As he passed in the line the
President said

I had to make your argument In de-
bate

¬

the basis for much of my reply
about the Secret Service Mr Congress-
man

¬

I did not want to bring you into
It you were so very frank but I had
to

Very well Mr President respond ¬

ed Mr Sherley as New Years greetings
were exchanged I accept tho respon ¬

sibility for all I said
Mr Sherley has been delving into

the records for proof of the assertion
that Secret Service men have shadowed
Congressmen He has found the report
of an investigation during the Hayes
Administration which he promptly put
into the Congressional Record that it
might be preserved along with the Pres-
idents

¬

special message Representative
John D C Atkins of Tennessee was
then Chairman of Appropriations A
paragraph restricting the management
of the Hot Springs Ark reservation
had been lost out of an appropriation
bill It appears that tills was by acci-
dent

¬

in one of the enrolling rooms It
caused quite a commotion just as did
the erroneous retention in an appropria¬
tion bill a few years ago of a paragraph
for purchasing the site for a now public
building in Washington

Looting Over Congressmen
Charges were made that Secret Ser ¬

vice men took it upon themselves the
very day of that occurrence to look
over certain members of Senate and
House to ascertain whether they had
any guilty knowledge The investiga ¬

tion brought out that Simon B Con
over of Florida Chairman of the Sen-
ate

¬

Committee on Enrolled Bills and
Stephen W DorseyTof Arkansas both
itepu oucan reconstruction Senators
were among those whom tne Secret
Service men had looked over

The corridors and committee rooms
have been buzzing with hostile com-
ments

¬

but It remains to be seen how
much the authors of these comments
will be willing to say in debate or be
fore either the Committee on Appro ¬
priations if it chooses to investigate or
oeiore tne special committee hearted
by Representative Perkins of New York

one incident recited with consider
able gusto pertains to a summons thatSpeaker Cannon had from the Whitenouse it was tne day wnen Mr Per ¬

kins Introduced his resolution for an
Hnqulry He had juBt taken the ravel
Mr Perkins was upon his feet waiting
ror recognition wnen tne White House
asked by telephone that Mr Cannon
come to see the President before the
Perkins resolution was presented When
informed that under the circumstances
that was Impossible tho President
asked that Mr Cannon come to the
White House as soon as he could get
away

An hour later he took a cab and has-
tened

¬

to see the President At the very
beginning of their conversation the
President brought forth the article by
Mr ifusDey it naa been furnished him
supposedly by Chief Wilkle of tho Se-
cret

¬

Service Wilkle and Busbey used
to be newspaper men in Chicago After
tho article in question appeared Wilkie
ceasea 10 speaK 10 tsusoey ana tney
have had ho intercourse since that time

Threats In the House
Threats are heard In House circles

about dragging to the light records ot
the hearings regarding Secret Service
appropriallona How much of this is
pure bluster and how much of It is real
ly serious talk is a matter of conjecture
Tho testimony of Chief Wilkle it is
claimed contained damaging admis
sions which were not printed at his own
request But the stenographers notes
and also the tj pewritten copy are un
derstood to hove been preserved If
these could be used to confound any of
the Presidents statements undoubtedly
some members of the Appropriation

Committee would favor making the orig
inal records public

Four years ago about this time Pres
ident Roosevelt desired the salary of
his office should be raised from 50000
to 100000 He has been credited with
having sent ex Assistant Secretary of
State Francis B Loomis to the Capitol
to confer with the Appropriations Com ¬

mittee to ascertain whether such a pro-
vision

¬
could not bo carried on the gen ¬

eral deficiency bill Some of the men
whom he involves in his specic2a
sage were enlisted in that cause There
has been discussion about embodying
the history of that effort in some official
statement to be put out in the hope of

getting back at the President but the
idea may be abandoned

So earnest are the House leaders to
confound the President that they have
been co operating cordially with Mr
Sherley and ajdlnghlm to the extent of
their ability in preparing to jupport the
statements he advanced in the debate
on the restriction clause last year He is
a member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee

¬
practically all whose members

of both parties resenf the attack the
President has made

Tlio Presidents Supporters
The President however has some

supporters among tho House members
They prefer to remain In the back ¬

ground for tho present till thero have
been further developments Much will
depend upon the Speakera course and
advice as regards the action 6 Chair ¬

man Tawney and of the Appropriations
Committee Ho has been gilng very
close attention to the special message
being particularly interested in It be-
cause

¬

tho attack on his secretary is re
garded as a drive at him Ho will
undoubtedly take steps to refute the
Imputation that there has been any
campaign whatever in his office to down
tho Secret Service The President was
advised by prominent senators to elimi-
nate

¬

that feature from the special mes-
sage

¬

but he preferred to letlt stand
- Small Potatoes

Something of a fus3 is likely to bo
made in Congress over request by
President Roosevelt to remove certain
furnituro from the White House and
the White House offices on March 4
when he retires to private life If trou
ble comes however it will be largely
because of the unfriendly relations that
exist between the President and Con
Kress Senators and members say tho
President has Improved every possible

before the Appropriations Committee to opportunity to cast reflections upon
v4r

c

- ft
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He Has His View
them and ho ought to expect no quar
ter in return from them

Not long ago the President wrote to
speaker cannon a letter that has been
rcierrea to the House committee on
Appropriations It stated that when he
retired to private life he wishes to take
away the chair at the head of the Cab
inet taDie where he had presided and
also the chair at hTs office desk In the
corner room Mrs Roosevelt

added would like to take away a
sora which was the first article of fur-
niture

¬

that she purchased for the White
House

Furthermore the President said he
would like to permit the members of
his Cabinet to take away chairs they
had used at the council table He did
not mark the Jetter personal and
therefore It wasreferrod to thirAppfo- -

ltMUIJB VUJIUUJllCC t -
It is not probable that the House or

the Senate will refuse the Presidents
Request but pains have been taken at
the Capitol to look up the cost of the
property In question especially of the
chairs It seems that the Government
paid 75 each for them The cost of
the sofa to which the President refers
is not known at the Capitol

Last Winter the President wrote a
letter to Speaker Cannon about appro ¬

priations for furthering the operations
of the Hepburn law and also in behalf
of the Secret service tie markeo- - that
letter personal and yet as soon as the
wrangle between the Congress and the
President began to grow warm Senators

rand Representatives becaine aware ot
me xaci vnai persons in ine treasury
Department including Chief Wilkle
were making much of the Speakers
failure to make that letter public Plain ¬

ly the House leaders think the PresP
dent hasnot intended this letter should
be public but a3 he did not mark it
confidential they are allowing it to fol-
low

¬

routine channels
Jhe President writes to the Speaker

that it has been customary for his
predecessors to take awayv certain arti ¬

cles of furniture It is claimed at the
Capitol that no record ot such prece-
dents

¬

can be found However it has
been the custom for the retiring Vice
President to appropriate certain furni
ture of his room at the north end 01 tne
Capitol and it is a matter of record
that those officials have taken away
some very co3tly pieces

A TAFT ADMINISTRATION

The Presidentelect Wants His Own Men

About Him

ine pilgrimages of statesmen into
Georgia are becoming somewhat of a
feature in the political happenings of
tne nour some nave already been called
tnitner to confer with the President-
elect Senator Lodge ofMassachusetts
one of the four men who probably did
most to further Mr Tafts nomination
for the Presidency has just returned
from Augusta where he had a long talk
over ino situation especially with refer
ence to New England

He Is the special champion for the
retention of PostmastefGeneral Meyer
in uie now uamnet tAs it is taken for
granted that Mr Taf twill name at least
one New England man other than Na
tional Chairman Hitchcock to the Cab
inet and that that other New England
er will bo a Massachusetts man the Bay
State Senators are keenly concerned as
to who that man is to be There is
some rivalry between Republican fac
Mr Meyer shall be retained or whether
Mr Meyer shall beret ained or whether
Representative John W Weeks of Mas
sachusetts shall be named as Secretary
of the Navy It may happen that some
other New England State will bear away
the plum

The Presidents Secretary Mr Loeb
is to be in Augusta within a few days
and it Is expected that the prospective
President will talk things over with him
Mr Loeb was one of Mr Tafts most
active friends during the campaign for
the nomination and election Mr Taft
thinks very highly of him but thus far
Mr Loeb has had no assurances that he
will be invited to a seat at Mr Tafts
Cablnettable

Senator Knox who is to be the new
Secretary of State Is also starting- - away
to Georgia for a consultation with his
future chief Mr Hitchcock went to
Georgia several days ago Washington
has been on the qui vivo to catch some
intimation of Mr Tafts further selec-
tions

¬

Those who have already con-
sulted

¬

with the new President are un ¬

derstood to have brought away intima ¬

tions but they are withholding their
Information till Mr Taft chooses him
self to make the announcements Aa a

alfryV5rS j tru

ymatter of fact he has already consulted
with a number of representative Re-
publican

¬
Senators about the men who

I would do well for his Cabinetxne Assistant Secretary of State a
desirable office has already been filledIt has been announced that Beekman
WInthrop now Assistant Secretary ot
the Treasury will have that place H
Is the first Assistant Secretary to be
named for the new Administration
There are about a dozen of those offices
distributed thruout the Departments

Has a Number of Surprises Beady
The Impression grows apace In Wash ¬

ington that President elect Taft haimany surprises for the American peq
pie and particularly for local

Because he camfin as the protege of President Rooseveltmany of tho JRoosevelt favorites havithought they were likelv- - ta stnrdl in
well with the new Administration Wti
a few weeks they went around wearln
broad smiles at peace with all th
world There is nothing to the average
politician and political hanger on likahaving a stand in at the Whit
House
3Gradually those neaca-wlth-allt-

world smiles have been wearing away
jnoi inai jar xait nas aone anything laparticular to shake the assurance o
these satisfied ones but little things
have happened to indicate that thereare to be fewer back doors to Mr Tafts
favor than there have been for IxUh
predecessors favor The first rude
shock came wlierTlt began tsrHawn that
probably none of the Roosevelt favor¬
ites were toget into the Taft Cabinet
At the start there were a half dozen ot
them who thought and reasoned thatthey were to stay in the Cabinet simply
because they were friends ot the present
incumbent The big diplomats abroad
also followed a similar course of rea--
KflnlTicr- - nniT utapfAf to snhmnA And nn
slbly in some instance fawn for favors
But their advances were not met with
indications Of approval

it does not follow by any means that
because Mr Taft is not going torname
all these men to office again and that
they are not standing In that theyar
not capable men But It is not known
here that Mr Taft does not want to
encourage the idea that there is to ba
any Roosevelt Taft officeholdlng trust
There are hundreds and oven thousands
of other good Americans Just as capabia
as they But what Is more Mr Taft
wants to establish tho individuality of
his own Administration He does not
want it to appear as a second edition
of the Roosevelt Administration He
wants it to be his Administration

Big Men Who Stand for Something
Whatever Mr Roosevelts capabia

qualities as President have been and
they have been many his great weak-
ness

¬

has been in gathering incompetent
men about him Mr Taft is taking the
opposite tack He is thus far picking
big men who stand for something That
very fact struck consternation to many
Washington officials The selection of
Senator Knox as Secretary of State was
the first strong indication of the ney
Presidents purpose Ever since that
day the aspirants to the Cabinet who
are already there under President
Roosevelt have been growing more and
more faint hearted One of the men
who claims to havo been most promi-
nent

¬

in the White House schemes for
advancing the candidacy of Mr Taft
and who has been looking forward to
a Cabinet position said he
was beginning to think Mr Taft would
choose a complete new Cabinet and
that none of the old men at all would
be retained

Some people In Washington believe
that the talk about National Chairman
Hitchcock going into business Is only
preliminary to an ultimate announce-
ment

¬

that he will not be in the Cabinot as
Postmaster General and that as a mat
ter of fact the President elect does not
and has not planned to have him in the
Cabinet It Is known that Mr Hitch-
cock

¬

himself communicated to the pub
lie the announcement that he was to be
Postmaster General which made Presl- -
dent elect Taft very angry indeed Such
things are done sometimes to find out
whether a nomination is to be made
and it has been argued here that Mr
Hitchcock being on tho anxious seat
about his portfolio chose to allow the
report to get to the public to ascertain
whether Mr Taft would deny it

The Same General Policy
Of course in matters of general pol

icy and ofgenoral politics Mr Taft and
Mr Roosevelt are working In the most
perfect harmony That was to have
been expected But In matters of poli-
tics

¬

it Is natural for Mr Taft to look
forward to something ofa career on his

Continued on page five
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